
Everything You Need to Know to Get Started
With Policy Governance
Are you a member of a nonprofit organization or a board member of a
corporation? If so, you must be familiar with the challenges that come with
governing the entity effectively. Ensuring transparency, accountability, and
efficiency can be a daunting task.

Fortunately, there is a proven framework called Policy Governance that can help
you overcome these challenges. In this article, we will delve deep into the world
of Policy Governance, explain its principles, and provide you with valuable
insights to get started on implementing this governance model in your
organization.

What is Policy Governance?

Policy Governance is a comprehensive governance framework developed by
John Carver, an organizational consultant. It is designed to provide a clear and
concise system for boards to govern organizations, allowing them to focus on
strategic leadership rather than micromanagement.
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The Principles of Policy Governance

Policy Governance is built upon a set of principles that establish the foundation
for effective governance. These principles guide board members in their decision-
making process and help them maintain accountability and transparency. Let's
take a closer look at these principles:

1. Ends and Means

Policy Governance distinguishes between "ends" and "means." The board's
primary role is to define the organization's ends, which are the desired outcomes
or impacts the organization exists to achieve. Means, on the other hand, refer to
the methods and strategies used to achieve those ends.

By focusing on ends rather than getting involved in day-to-day operations and
means, the board can provide strategic direction and ensure the organization
remains focused on its mission and goals.

2. Governance and Management

Policy Governance clearly defines the separation between the roles of
governance and management. The board's responsibility is governance, while the
CEO or top management is responsible for operational management. This
distinction allows each group to focus on their specific areas of expertise and
avoids board members getting entangled in managerial tasks.

3. Policy Role

In Policy Governance, the board sets policies that provide guidance to the CEO
and clarify the boundaries within which management can operate. Policies define
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the expectations, limitations, and standards that guide the organization's
activities.

By setting policies, the board empowers the CEO to make informed decisions
within the defined parameters and ensures alignment with the organization's
mission and goals.

4. Board Accountability

Policy Governance emphasizes board accountability. The board is accountable
for accomplishing the organization's ends and ensuring the CEO operates within
established policies. Through regular monitoring, the board assesses whether the
organization is on track to achieve its goals and holds the CEO accountable for
their performance.

Steps to Implementing Policy Governance

Now that you have an understanding of the principles behind Policy Governance,
it's time to explore the steps involved in implementing this governance model in
your organization:

1. Education and Buy-In

Before implementing Policy Governance, it's crucial to educate board members
and stakeholders about the framework's benefits and how it aligns with the
organization's mission. Developing a shared understanding and securing buy-in
is key to successful implementation.

2. Define Ends

Identify the organization's ends, focusing on the desired outcomes and impacts.
Work with the board and stakeholders to articulate these ends clearly, ensuring
they reflect the organization's purpose.



3. Develop and Adopt Policies

Collaborate with the board to develop policies that guide the organization's
activities and provide boundaries for management decision-making. These
policies should ensure alignment with the ends and specify the expectations and
limitations for operational management.

4. Delegate Implementation

Delegate operational implementation to the CEO or management team. The
board's role is strategic, providing guidance and oversight, rather than
micromanaging day-to-day activities.

5. Monitor and Evaluate

Establish a robust monitoring and evaluation process to track progress toward
achieving the organization's ends. Regularly review reports from the CEO and
assess whether the organization is operating within established policies and
making progress towards the desired outcomes.

6. Continual Improvement

Policy Governance is a dynamic framework that requires continuous
improvement. Regularly assess and evaluate the effectiveness of the governance
model, making necessary adjustments to ensure it remains relevant and aligned
with the organization's needs.

Benefits of Policy Governance

The implementation of Policy Governance brings numerous benefits to
organizations, including:

1. Clear Direction



Policy Governance provides a clear strategic direction for the organization by
defining ends and setting policies. This clarity allows the board and management
to work together towards clearly defined goals.

2. Improved Accountability

Clear policies and regular monitoring enhance accountability. By holding the CEO
accountable for performance and ensuring alignment with defined policies, the
board can effectively govern the organization's activities.

3. Enhanced Decision Making

Policy Governance fosters better decision-making by allowing the board to focus
on strategic issues, while management handles day-to-day operations. This
separation of roles optimizes decision-making processes within the organization.

4. Transparency and Trust

Through Policy Governance, organizations can promote transparency and trust.
By clearly defining the board's role and providing regular reports on progress,
stakeholders gain confidence in the organization's operations.

Getting started with Policy Governance is an exciting step towards effective
governance for any organization. By understanding the principles and following
the implementation steps, you can ensure transparency, accountability, and
strategic leadership within your organization.

Remember, Policy Governance is not a one-size-fits-all solution, so tailor the
framework to meet your organization's unique needs. With commitment and
dedication, your organization will reap the benefits of Policy Governance and
experience improved governance practices.
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In this newest book on the Policy Governance approach to board leadership
created by John Carver, Caroline Oliver gives readers practical, hands-on tools
for getting the most from the system in the day-to-day operation of their boards.
In the Policy Governance Fieldbook, Oliver explored the experience of 11
organizations that succeeded and failed in using Policy Governance. Now, she
has drawn upon the most important lessons from that experience as well as her
experience in helping many more organizations along the Policy Governance
road to governing excellence.  The result is a wealth of tools and resources for
helping readers to:

Decide if Policy Governance is right for them

Identify and link with owners

Develop means policies

Create Ends policies

Monitor Policies

Run meetings

Evaluate
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