
Ethics After Wittgenstein Contemplation And
Critique: Exploring the Ethical Implications of
Wittgenstein's Philosophy
When discussing ethics, it is impossible to ignore the profound impact of
philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein. His ideas and theories continue to shape and
challenge our understanding of ethics, prompting us to reconsider traditional
ethical frameworks and explore new ways of approaching morality and human
behavior.

In this article, we will delve into the concept of ethics after Wittgenstein's
contemplation and critique, shedding light on the key ideas he posited and their
implications for ethical philosophy today. From his critique of ethical propositions
to the linguistic turn in ethics, we will explore how Wittgenstein's philosophy has
influenced and shaped contemporary ethical debates.

The Critique of Ethical Propositions

Wittgenstein's early work on language games and meaning played a crucial role
in his critique of ethical propositions. He argued that ethical statements are not
factual claims but rather expressions of personal attitudes and preferences.
According to Wittgenstein, ethical language is more akin to poetry and emotions
rather than objective truths.
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This critique raises important questions about the nature and foundation of ethical
claims. If ethics is grounded in individual perspectives and subjective
experiences, what does this mean for the objectivity of moral values? How can
we establish universal principles and ethical norms if they are rooted in personal
attitudes?

The Linguistic Turn in Ethics

Wittgenstein's insight into the nature of language and its role in shaping human
thought also sparked what is commonly referred to as the "linguistic turn" in
ethics. This theoretical shift emphasized the importance of language in
understanding and analyzing ethical concepts and behavior.

According to Wittgenstein, ethical concepts are embedded within language and
its specific use within a particular context. Language not only describes ethical
issues but also constructs our understanding of right and wrong, good and bad.
This understanding challenges the notion of ethics as a purely rational discipline
and highlights the role of language in shaping our moral judgments.

Language Games and Moral Education
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Wittgenstein's concept of language games has profound implications for moral
education. He argued that ethical judgment and understanding are rooted in our
participation in different language games, each with its own rules and forms of
communication.

This perspective underscores the importance of exposing individuals to various
moral frameworks and ethical traditions. By engaging in different language
games, individuals can develop a broader and more nuanced ethical
understanding. By recognizing the diversity of ethical perspectives, we can
cultivate empathy and respect for different moral standpoints, ultimately fostering
a more inclusive and tolerant society.

Reconceptualizing Ethics

Wittgenstein's contemplation and critique of ethics compel us to reconceptualize
how we approach ethical philosophy. Rather than seeking universal moral
principles or objective truths, Wittgenstein's philosophy urges us to focus on the
complexities of moral language and the subjective nature of ethical judgments.

This shift opens up exciting avenues for exploring the role of emotions, cultural
influences, and personal experiences in ethics. It prompts us to engage in critical
self-reflection and challenges the idea of a single, ultimate ethical theory. Instead,
ethics becomes a dynamic and ever-evolving field, enriched by diverse
perspectives and ongoing ethical dialogue.

Wittgenstein's contemplation and critique of ethics have left an indelible mark on
the field of ethical philosophy. His insights into the nature of language, the critique
of ethical propositions, and the role of language games have revolutionized our
understanding of ethics.



By challenging traditional frameworks and prompting us to question the objectivity
of moral values, Wittgenstein's philosophy has encouraged a more nuanced and
inclusive exploration of ethics. It has opened up new possibilities for
understanding ethical concepts and behaviors, emphasizing the importance of
language, context, and empathy in ethical decision-making.

As we continue to contemplate Wittgenstein's ideas, there is no doubt that his
lasting influence will continue to shape and enrich the field of ethics, inspiring new
perspectives and approaches to moral philosophy.
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What does it mean for ethics to say, as Wittgenstein did, that philosophy “leaves
everything as it is”?

Though clearly absorbed with ethical questions throughout his life and work,
Wittgenstein's remarks about the subject do not easily lend themselves to
summation or theorizing. Although many moral philosophers cite the influence or
inspiration of Wittgenstein, there is little agreement about precisely what it means
to do ethics in the light of Wittgenstein.
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Ethics after Wittgenstein brings together an international cohort of leading
scholars in the field to address this problem. The chapters advance a conception
of philosophical ethics characterized by an attention to detail, meaning and
importance which itself makes ethical demands on its practitioners. Working in
conversation with literature and film, engaging deeply with anthropology and
critical theory, and addressing contemporary problems from racialized sexual
violence against women to the Islamic State, these contributors reclaim
Wittgenstein's legacy as an indispensable resource for contemporary ethics.
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