
Do Bicycles Equal Development In
Mozambique?
Mozambique, situated in southeastern Africa, is a country with vast potential for
development. With a diverse landscape, rich natural resources, and a rapidly
growing population, it is crucial for Mozambique to find sustainable solutions to
address social, economic, and environmental challenges. One potential solution
that has gained significant attention in recent years is the use of bicycles as a
means of development.

Bicycles have long been considered a symbol of freedom and mobility. They offer
an affordable and environmentally-friendly mode of transportation, particularly in
rural areas with limited access to infrastructure. In Mozambique, where many
communities are located far from urban centers and public transportation is
scarce, bicycles can play a crucial role in connecting people to schools,
healthcare facilities, and markets. By reducing transportation barriers, bicycles
can improve access to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities - all of
which are essential for sustainable development.

Bicycles and Education

Education is widely recognized as a critical driver of development. However, in
Mozambique, many children face significant challenges in accessing education
due to distance and lack of transportation options. According to the United
Nations, around 3 million children in Mozambique are out of school, and the
majority of them live in rural areas. By providing bicycles to school-going children,
the barriers to education can be significantly reduced. Bicycles not only allow
children to reach schools faster and more reliably, but they also provide a means



to carry school supplies and reduce fatigue, allowing students to be more focused
and attentive in class.
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Bicycles and Healthcare

Access to healthcare is another key aspect of development that is often hindered
by transportation challenges. In Mozambique, where healthcare facilities are
often far away from rural communities, bicycles can make a significant difference.
Pregnant women, for example, may face difficulties reaching healthcare centers
in time for prenatal care or emergency deliveries. By using bicycles, these women
can save time and ensure timely access to healthcare services, reducing
maternal and infant mortality rates. Additionally, bicycles can be used by
community health workers to reach remote areas and provide essential
healthcare services and education.

Bicycles and Economic Opportunities

Economic empowerment is crucial for sustainable development, and bicycles can
play a vital role in creating economic opportunities, especially in rural areas. In
agriculture-dependent economies like Mozambique, bicycles can help farmers

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DWodz/Do-Bicycles-Equal-Development-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DWodz/Do-Bicycles-Equal-Development-in-Mozambique.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DWodz/Do-Bicycles-Equal-Development-in-Mozambique.pdf


transport their goods to markets more efficiently, expanding their reach and
increasing their incomes. Bicycles can also enable individuals to access job
opportunities in nearby towns and cities, opening doors to employment and
economic growth. By reducing transportation costs and increasing mobility,
bicycles can contribute to poverty reduction and improve overall livelihoods.

Social and Environmental Impact of Bicycles

Apart from their direct development benefits, bicycles also have significant social
and environmental impacts. They promote a sense of community and social
cohesion by facilitating interactions between individuals and fostering a culture of
sharing and cooperation. Bicycles are also eco-friendly, emitting zero carbon
emissions and requiring no fuel consumption. In a country like Mozambique,
where climate change and environmental degradation pose significant
challenges, promoting bicycles as a means of transportation aligns with broader
sustainability goals.

Do bicycles equal development in Mozambique? While bicycles alone cannot
solve all the development challenges faced by the country, they undoubtedly
have the potential to significantly contribute to its progress. By improving access
to education, healthcare, and economic opportunities, bicycles can help break the
cycle of poverty and empower individuals and communities. Additionally, bicycles
offer social and environmental benefits that align with broader sustainability
goals. It is crucial for policymakers, NGOs, and the international community to
recognize and support the role of bicycles in Mozambique's development journey.
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Is Mozambique an African success story?
It has 7 percent a year growth rate and substantial foreign investment. Fifteen
years after the war of destabilisation, the peace has held. Mozambique is the
donors' model pupil, carefully following their prescriptions and receiving more
than a billion dollars a year in aid. The number of bicycles has doubled and this is
often cited as the symbol of development.
In this book the authors challenge some key assumptions of both the donors and
the government and ask questions such as whether there has been too much
stress on the Millennium Development Goals and too little support for economic
development; if it makes sense to target thepoorest of the poor, or would it be
better to target those who create the jobs which will employ the poor; whether
there has been too much emphasis on foreign investment and too little on
developing domestic capital; and if the private sector really will end poverty, or
must there be a stronger role for the state in the economy?
This book is about more than Mozambique. Mozambique is an apparent success
story that is used to justify the present 'post-Washington consensus' development
model. Here, the case of Mozambique is situated within the broader development
debate.
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Joseph Hanlon is Senior Lecturer at the Open University and the author of
Beggar Your Neighbours; Mozambique: Who Calls the Shots?; and Peace without
Profit (all published by James Currey) which have all made influential
interventions in the development debate; Teresa Smart is Director of the London
Mathematics Centre, Institute of Education.
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