Discover the Charming Stories Behind Sitka
Alaska Historic Cemeteries

Hidden among the rugged landscapes and breathtaking beauty of Sitka, Alaska,
lie the historic cemeteries that hold the secrets, stories, and souls of those who
have shaped this remarkable town. Stepping into these solemn and serene final
resting places is like entering a time capsule, transporting you to a bygone era

filled with rich history and poignant tales.

The Enigmatic Allure of Sitka Alaska Historic Cemeteries

Sitka, Alaska, is known for its stunning natural wonders, but one aspect of the
town often overlooked by visitors is its historic cemeteries. These burial grounds
not only serve as a resting place for generations of Sitka residents but also offer a
glimpse into the past, allowing visitors to uncover the fascinating stories etched in

stone.

With their moss-covered headstones, weathered fences, and towering totems,
the historic cemeteries of Sitka are a testament to the town's rich cultural
heritage. Each cemetery tells a unique and captivating story, shedding light on

the diverse people who once called this remote corner of the world home.
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Explore the Final Resting Places of Sitka's Pioneers

Among the historic cemeteries in Sitka, one hame stands out — the Sitka National
Cemetery. Established in 1879, this hallowed ground is the final resting place for
numerous individuals who shaped Sitka's history, including members of the

clergy, civil servants, and military personnel.

Walking through the rows of white marble headstones adorned with intricate
carvings, visitors can pay their respects to the brave soldiers who fought in the
Aleutian Islands Campaign during World War Il. These heroes, memorialized with
lovingly crafted monuments, serve as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made

in service to their country.

As you make your way through Sitka National Cemetery, you'll likely stumble
upon the final resting place of Sheldon Jackson, a prominent figure who played a
crucial role in shaping education in Alaska. Jackson, often referred to as "The
Apostle of Alaska," worked tirelessly to establish schools throughout the territory,

leaving a lasting impact on generations to come.

Another cemetery of historical significance is the Russian Orthodox Cemetery,
located adjacent to the striking St. Michael's Cathedral. Dating back to the mid-
1800s, this burial ground holds the remains of Russian settlers who contributed to

Sitka's early development.
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The delicate wooden crosses and ornate ironwork that adorn the graves in the
Russian Orthodox Cemetery offer a glimpse into the captivating blend of Russian
and Native Alaskan cultures. As you wander through the rows of graves, take a
moment to reflect on the lives of these early settlers and the impact they had on

shaping Sitka's cultural tapestry.

Unravel the Stories of Tragedy and Triumph

Beyond the historical significance and captivating aesthetics of Sitka's

cemeteries, lie tales of tragedy and triumph that will leave you spellbound.

One such story can be found in the sheet-metal and wood tombstones of the
Sitka Pioneers' Home Cemetery. This burial ground is the resting place for
residents of the Sitka Pioneers' Home, a facility that cared for elderly and
disabled pioneers from 1911 until the late 1970s. Each headstone is a silent
witness to the lives of those who built Sitka, and the stories they carry serve as a

testament to their resilience and determination.

Another tale that echoes through Sitka's cemeteries is that of the victims of the
1964 Great Alaska Earthquake. This devastating natural disaster resulted in the
loss of numerous lives, and their final resting places stand as a stark reminder of

the power of nature and the indomitable spirit of the Sitka community.

Preserving the Legacy of Sitka's Historic Cemeteries

Efforts are underway to preserve the rich history and cultural significance of
Sitka's historic cemeteries. Through the tireless work of volunteers, these burial
grounds are being restored, ensuring that future generations can explore the

enchanting stories engraved in stone.



Community organizations and historical societies play a vital role in maintaining
these sites, offering guided tours and educational programs to visitors year-
round. They serve as custodians of the past, working diligently to uncover the
lesser-known narratives and safeguard the heritage that lies within the

boundaries of these peaceful final resting places.

Visit Sitka Alaska's Historic Cemeteries and Unearth the Untold
Stories

If you find yourself in Sitka, Alaska, take the time to immerse yourself in the
compelling narratives waiting to be discovered in its historic cemeteries. From the
pioneers who shaped the town to the heroes who selflessly served their country,

each tombstone holds a story yearning to be told.

Visiting these sacred spaces not only provides a glimpse into Sitka's past but also
serves as a reminder of the countless lives intertwined with this remarkable place.
So make sure to include a visit to Sitka Alaska's historic cemeteries on your

itinerary and embark on a journey that will leave you captivated and enlightened.
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History and preservation and indigenous issues facing the cemeteries of Sitka,

Alaska, as well as a history of the area and preservaiton issues in southeast

Alaska.
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