
Deciding Appeals Legal Legends: The Untold
Stories Behind Landmark Rulings
Deciding appeals is an art that has been mastered by a select few throughout the
history of legal systems. These legal legends have left an indelible mark on the
course of justice, with their keen intellect, persuasive arguments, and ability to
shape the law through their decisions.

Have you ever wondered about the gripping tales and intense courtroom battles
that lead to monumental changes in legal precedents? Prepare to be captivated
as we delve into the extraordinary lives of some of the most revered appellate
judges of all time.

1. John Marshall: The Great Chief Justice

John Marshall, the fourth Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, is
widely regarded as one of the most influential legal minds in American history. His
decisions shaped the powers of both the federal government and the states, and
helped establish the principle of judicial review.
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One of Marshall's most famous opinions came in the case of Marbury v. Madison
(1803). This landmark decision firmly established the power of the Supreme
Court to interpret the Constitution and declare laws unconstitutional. Marshall's
elegant reasoning and persuasive argumentation have been studied and
emulated by generations of legal scholars.

2. Lord Denning: The People's Judge

Alfred Denning, Baron Denning, commonly known as Lord Denning, is hailed as
one of the most colorful and controversial figures in English legal history. His
judicial career spanned over four decades, during which he served as a judge in
the Court of Appeal of England and Wales.

Lord Denning was known for his distinctive writing style, his ability to explain
complex legal issues in plain language, and his unwavering commitment to
justice. His judgments were often seen as groundbreaking and innovative,
pushing the boundaries of existing legal principles.

3. Ruth Bader Ginsburg: The Fearless Dissenter

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, affectionately known as RBG, served as an associate
justice of the United States Supreme Court for over two decades. She was
renowned for her impassioned dissenting opinions, which have earned her a
place in legal history as a champion of civil rights and gender equality.

Justice Ginsburg's powerful dissents in cases such as Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire
& Rubber Co. (2007) and Shelby County v. Holder (2013) have sparked national
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conversations and influenced public opinion on critical issues. Her tireless
advocacy for justice has made her an icon for many.

4. Thurgood Marshall: The Civil Rights Trailblazer

Thurgood Marshall, the first African American Supreme Court Justice, dedicated
his career to fighting for civil rights and equal protection under the law. Before his
appointment to the Supreme Court, he successfully argued landmark cases such
as Brown v. Board of Education (1954), which led to the desegregation of public
schools.

Justice Marshall's unwavering commitment to equality and justice transformed
the legal landscape of the United States. His opinions and dissents continue to
inspire generations of lawyers and activists fighting for social justice.

5. Brenda Hale: Breaking Barriers

Baroness Brenda Hale, known as Baroness Hale of Richmond, is a trailblazer in
the legal profession. In 2004, she became the first female Law Lord and, later, the
first female President of the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom.

Baroness Hale's judgments have played a pivotal role in shaping various areas of
law, including family law and human rights. Her profound impact on the legal
landscape has paved the way for more gender diversity and equality in the
judiciary.

The stories of these appellate legends are a testament to the power and influence
of the judiciary in shaping the course of justice. Through their remarkable
wisdom, intellect, and commitment to the rule of law, they have forever left their
mark on the legal profession and society as a whole.



As we reflect on their remarkable contributions, it is crucial to remember that the
decisions made in appellate courts have far-reaching consequences, impacting
the lives of individuals and shaping the future of our legal systems.
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Karl Llewellyn, a legal realist whose views on jurisprudence were influential and
sometimes controversial, was also one of the leading teachers of fundamental
legal thought. He took seriously the functions of courts, the use of precedent, and
the power of rules. In this important book, he laid bare these jurisprudential tools,
in support of appellate court thinking at all levels in the legal system. Legal
analysis is so clearly picked apart that this work has served as a tool-kit for
judicial thinking — and persuasive argument to courts — since it was first
published in 1960. And his invaluable appendices show in detail how arguments
and judicial expressions can be turned around to the advocate's advantage. This
book is the culmination of a lifetime of analysis of legal thought from one of the
legal system's most important legends.
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The new digital edition from Quid Pro Books adds a 2015 Foreword by Tulane
law professor Steven Alan Childress. It is part of the Legal Legends Series.
Quality ebook formatting includes linked notes, active Contents, active cross-
references in text, and proper presentation of text and notes. Other convenient
features include fully-linked Index and Table of Cases (using original pagination),
so that the reader can easily navigate to the topic or case of interest, and locate
references from the original printings. The ebook is carefully proofread and
properly presented, unlike many such digital republications today.

Also available in an affordable new paperback reprint edition from Quid Pro
Books, which embeds the original pagination from the original editions so as to
maintain continuity across printings. The new paperback also features the 2015
from Professor Childress.
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