
Creating Sensory Spaces: The Architecture of
the Invisible
In the world of architecture, there is a growing interest in creating spaces that go
beyond the visual experience and engage our other senses. These sensory
spaces, also known as the "architecture of the invisible," aim to heighten our
awareness and provide a multisensory engagement that goes beyond what we
can see. In this article, we will explore the concept of sensory spaces and how
architects are using various techniques to design these immersive experiences.

The Power of Sensory Perception

Our perception of the world is not solely based on what we see. Our senses of
touch, smell, taste, and sound play a crucial role in shaping our understanding
and connection to the environment. By incorporating these sensory elements into
architectural design, we can create spaces that deeply resonate with the human
experience.

Imagine entering a room where the air is filled with the enticing aroma of freshly
brewed coffee, the walls are textured with soft fabric panels that invite touch, and
the gentle sound of a flowing stream plays in the background. Such a space
would transport you to a different realm, stimulating your senses and evoking
emotions that go beyond what meets the eye.
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Designing for Sensory Engagement

Architects use various techniques to create sensory spaces that engage multiple
senses simultaneously. One approach is through the use of materials and
textures. By carefully selecting materials, architects can create different tactile
experiences within a space. For example, rough textures can evoke a sense of
ruggedness, while smooth and polished surfaces might convey elegance and
sophistication.

Lighting also plays a crucial role in sensory spaces. By manipulating light,
architects can create different moods and atmospheres that have a profound
impact on our emotions. Soft, diffused lighting can create a calming ambiance,
while dynamic lighting schemes can generate a sense of energy and excitement.

Sound is another significant aspect in sensory design. Incorporating carefully
curated audio elements, such as ambient sounds or music, can greatly enhance
the overall experience of a space. For example, imagine walking into a library
where a gentle rustling of pages blends with the sound of soft classical music in
the background, creating an environment that is both soothing and inviting.

A Truly Immersive Experience
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When all the sensory elements come together harmoniously, they create a truly
immersive experience that transcends traditional notions of architecture. Sensory
spaces have the power to elevate our emotions, transport us to different places,
and make us more aware of our surroundings.

However, it is important to note that creating sensory spaces goes beyond mere
aesthetics. Architectural design should always take into account functionality,
accessibility, and user experience. A space may be aesthetically pleasing but fail
to engage all the senses or meet the practical needs of its occupants.

Furthermore, sensory spaces should be inclusive and accessible to individuals
with disabilities. Designing for sensory engagement means ensuring that all
people, regardless of their abilities, can fully participate and appreciate the
multisensory experience.

The architecture of the invisible, through the creation of sensory spaces, offers a
new dimension to our built environment. By engaging our senses of touch, smell,
taste, and sound, these spaces provide a multisensory experience that is
captivating and immersive.

Architects have the unique ability to shape the way we experience and interact
with our surroundings. By embracing the concept of sensory spaces, they can
create environments that are not only visually appealing but also emotionally
compelling.

As the field of architecture continues to evolve, it is exciting to see how the
concept of sensory design will be further explored and integrated into our built
environment. In the future, we can look forward to experiencing spaces that not
only please our eyes but also engage all our senses, ultimately creating a more
holistic and fulfilling experience for everyone.
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Creating Sensory Spaces celebrates spaces enlivened with sensual richness and
provides you with the knowledge and tools necessary to create them. Drawing on
numerous built case studies in ten countries and illustrated with over 85 full color
images, the book presents a new framework for the design of sensory spaces
including light, color, temperature, smell, sound, and touch. Bridging across
disciplines of architecture, engineering, phenomenology and perceptual
psychology, this book informs the design of buildings and neighborhoods that
reclaim the role of the body and all the senses in creating memorable
experiences of place and belonging.
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