
Creating An Evidence Based Practice For
Academic Clinical Nurse Educators NLN
Are you an academic clinical nurse educator looking to enhance your teaching
practices and improve student learning outcomes? Welcome to the world of
evidence-based practice (EBP) in nursing education. By integrating the best
available evidence with your clinical expertise and student preferences, you can
create a dynamic and effective learning environment that empowers your
students to succeed.

The Importance of Evidence-Based Practice for Academic Clinical
Nurse Educators

Academic clinical nurse educators play a crucial role in shaping the future of
nursing by preparing the next generation of nurses. As educators, it is our
responsibility to ensure that our teaching approaches are based on the best
available evidence, derived from research and practice. Teaching strategies that
have a solid evidence base behind them are more likely to lead to successful
student outcomes and improved patient care.

By incorporating evidence-based practice into our teaching methods, we can
provide students with the necessary knowledge and skills to provide safe,
effective, and compassionate nursing care. Furthermore, EBP allows us to stay
current and up-to-date with the ever-evolving field of healthcare, making us better
educators and mentors for our students.
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Five Steps to Establishing an Evidence-Based Practice

Implementing evidence-based practice as an academic clinical nurse educator
may seem overwhelming at first, but breaking it down into five manageable steps
can help simplify the process:

1. Formulate a clinical question: Start by identifying an area of your teaching
practice that you would like to improve or a question you have about a
particular teaching strategy or approach.

2. Search for evidence: Conduct a comprehensive literature review to find the
best available evidence that can guide your teaching decisions.

3. Appraise the evidence: Evaluate the quality and relevance of the evidence
you have found to determine its applicability to your teaching context and
student population.

4. Integrate the evidence: Once you have identified the most relevant and
high-quality evidence, incorporate it into your teaching practice in a way that
aligns with your teaching philosophy and goals.
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5. Evaluate the outcomes: Continuously assess and evaluate the impact of
your evidence-based teaching practice on student learning outcomes. Use
this information to refine and improve your teaching strategies further.

Utilizing the NLN Framework for Evidence-Based Practice

The National League for Nursing (NLN) has developed a useful framework
specifically designed to guide nurse educators in implementing evidence-based
practice. The framework is based on three main components:

1. Critical Inquiry: Encourages nurse educators to actively engage in critical
thinking and question their teaching practices to seek evidence to support
decision-making.

2. Reflective Practice: Promotes self-reflection and evaluation of teaching
practices to identify areas for improvement and modify instructional
strategies accordingly.

3. Collaborative Partnerships: Facilitates collaboration with other nurse
educators and healthcare professionals to share knowledge, experiences,
and best practices to enhance teaching effectiveness.

By using the NLN framework as a guide, academic clinical nurse educators can
ensure that their evidence-based practice is comprehensive, systematic, and
aligned with the latest research and best practices in nursing education.

The Benefits of Evidence-Based Practice for Nursing Students

Integrating evidence-based practice into your teaching methods can have
numerous benefits for nursing students, including:

Enhanced critical thinking skills



Improved clinical reasoning and decision-making abilities

Increased confidence in their nursing knowledge and skills

Better understanding of the importance of research in nursing

Preparation for evidence-based clinical practice

These benefits ultimately contribute to the development of safe and competent
nursing professionals who are well-equipped to deliver high-quality patient care.

As academic clinical nurse educators, it is our duty to continuously improve our
teaching practices to provide the highest level of education to our students. By
embracing evidence-based practice, we can ensure that our teaching methods
are effective, current, and aligned with the latest research and best practices in
nursing education.

Through the utilization of the NLN framework and following the five steps to
establishing evidence-based practice, we can create a dynamic and engaging
learning environment that promotes student success and prepares the future
generation of nurses to provide exceptional patient care.
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Excellence in clinical nursing education is essential in training today’s nursing
students.
 
The first resource of its kind to address this specialized area of expertise, Clinical
Nurse Educator Competencies equips educators with a mastery of the evidence-
based competencies and tasks needed to confidently guide students through
learning experiences in clinical settings and to produce competent nurses ready
for practice.
 
Detailed analysis of each competency synthesizes relevant literature and reflects
the insight of the NLN Task Group on Clinical Nurse Educators, providing an
authoritative framework to help educators prepare students for the rigors of
clinical nursing practice in today’s changing healthcare environment.
 
“This synthesis and validation of academic clinical nurse educator competencies
defines a scope of practice for the role of the academic clinical nurse educator.
The results provide a standard of excellence central to the performance
expectations associated with this specialized role.”
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