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Plato, a renowned philosopher from ancient Greece, is widely regarded as one of
the most influential thinkers in Western philosophy. His ideas and theories have
left a lasting impact on various fields, ranging from ethics and politics to
metaphysics and epistemology. Plato's extensive writings, known as his
"Complete Works," provide an invaluable treasure trove of knowledge, offering

profound insights into the nature of reality and human existence.

To fully grasp the depth of Plato's ideas, it is crucial to understand the historical
background that shaped his thinking. Plato was born in Athens in 427/428 BCE, a
time marked by significant intellectual and social changes. The city was
experiencing the golden age of Athenian democracy, where intellectual pursuits,
including philosophy and literature, thrived. Plato himself was greatly influenced
by his teacher, Socrates, whose philosophical approach centered around

questioning and seeking wisdom.

When Socrates was sentenced to death in 399 BCE, Plato's disillusionment with
Athenian democracy deepened. He began to view the city's political system as
flawed and corrupt, prompting him to embark on a journey of philosophical
exploration outside of Athens. Plato traveled to various places, including Egypt
and Sicily, where he encountered different cultures and ideas that broadened his

perspectives.
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Plato returned to Athens in 387 BCE and founded the Academy, an institution
dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge and the teaching of philosophy. The
Academy became a prominent center of learning, attracting scholars from all over
the Greek world. During his time at the Academy, Plato wrote extensively,
addressing a wide range of topics, from justice and morality to the nature of the

soul.

One of Plato's most famous works is "The Republic," a magnum opus that
explores the ideal society and the nature of justice. In it, Plato presents his
famous allegory of the cave, where he elucidates the concept of forms or ideas —
the notion that there exists an eternal world of unchanging and perfect entities

that serves as the blueprint for the physical world we perceive.

This idea of forms or ideas lies at the core of Plato's philosophy and continues to
be a subject of debate and interpretation in modern times. Philosophers and
scholars endeavor to decipher the true meaning of Plato's writings, exploring his

thoughts on topics such as morality, politics, and the nature of knowledge.
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Plato's ideas have been interpreted differently over the centuries, adapting to the
changing intellectual landscape of each era. During the Renaissance, for
example, Plato's emphasis on the immortality of the soul resonated with the
prevailing religious and spiritual beliefs of the time. In the modern era, his ideas
on the nature of reality and the limitations of sensory perception have found

relevance in fields such as cognitive science and psychology.

Today, Plato's works continue to captivate and inspire people from various walks
of life. His dialogues, such as "The Symposium" and "Phaedrus," delve into the
intricacies of love and desire, providing profound insights into human emotions
and relationships. His philosophical ideas on justice, truth, and the pursuit of
virtue remain relevant, forcing us to ponder and reflect on our own lives and

society as a whole.

In, Plato's Complete Works offer a treasure trove of philosophical ideas and
concepts that have shaped human thought for centuries. Understanding the
historical background and context in which Plato lived is essential to fully
comprehend the depth and significance of his ideas. From his exploration of the
nature of reality to his thoughts on justice and morality, Plato's writings continue

to spark intellectual curiosity and inspire individuals to seek wisdom and truth.
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* lllustrated with the original images.

* Annotated with concise , including analysis of Plato's works as well as modern
view on Plato's ideas.

* Original footnotes are hyperlinked for easy reference.

* The collection includes alphabetical and categorical indexes of Plato's works.
* Each book features its own active Table of Contents.

* Includes Plato's Biography.

* Includes Plato's most famous quotes.

* All Annotated Classics books are beautifully designed for easy reading and

navigation on e-Readers and mobile devices.
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