
Collection Of 100 Yoruba Adages
The Yoruba culture, known for its rich proverbs and adages, has a vast collection
of wisdom passed down through generations. These adages encapsulate the
essence of Yoruba beliefs, traditions, and values. In this article, we will explore a
collection of 100 Yoruba adages that continue to resonate with people today.

1. Adàbà ní íkàn ilé Ọ̀ràn

Translation: "The peacock is the reflection of the palace."

Meaning: This adage emphasizes the importance of self-reflection and the
influence of one's upbringing. Just as the peacock's beauty is a reflection of its
habitat, our actions and character are often influenced by our environment.
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99. Ògún èwo ló ńjẹ́

Translation: "Iron bends to pressure."
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Meaning: This adage teaches the importance of staying resilient and adapting to
challenging circumstances. Just as iron can bend without breaking, we should be
flexible enough to withstand life's pressures and find new ways to overcome
obstacles.

100. Àdìẹ́kẹ̣ ńgbà iṣẹ́

Translation: "The hen does not crow."

Meaning: This adage encourages humility and contentment. It reminds us that
everyone has their role and unique strengths. The hen does not need to imitate a
rooster; it thrives in its own nature.

Preserving Yoruba Heritage

These 100 Yoruba adages serve as a testament to the cultural richness and
wisdom of the Yoruba people. They provide valuable life lessons, helping
individuals navigate various aspects of life. Preserving and passing on this
heritage is essential to maintain the Yoruba culture's vitality and identity.

Yoruba proverbs and adages have long fascinated scholars and researchers,
who continue to delve into the depth of their meanings. From their historical
significance to their relevance in contemporary society, Yoruba adages offer a
unique window into a vibrant culture.

Connecting Past and Present

Adages bridge the gap between generations, connecting the wisdom of the past
with the challenges of the present. They serve as a reminder of the shared
experiences and values that transcend time.



Many Yoruba adages capture the essence of nature, human interactions, and
societal relationships. They provide insights into the Yoruba worldview and reflect
their deep appreciation for harmony, respect, and communal bonds.

Adages as Life Lessons

Yoruba adages encapsulate valuable life lessons, teaching virtues such as
humility, perseverance, respect, and integrity. They provoke thought, encourage
introspection, and offer guidance in decision-making and problem-solving.

Exploring the collection of 100 Yoruba adages reveals a culture rooted in wisdom
and guided by values. These adages continue to have a profound impact on
individuals, fostering a deeper understanding of the Yoruba people and their way
of life. Preserving and cherishing these adages ensures that the Yoruba cultural
heritage remains vibrant and influential for generations to come.
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Yoruba adages provide great insights into the reasoning, thinking, beliefs,
traditions, etc. of the Yoruba people, found in West Africa and other parts of the
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world. This is the first volume containing 50 adages each. Each adage comes
with an audio (link available in eBook only) that provides a first-language speaker
rendering of the adage, the proper expression in modern written Yoruba (MY), list
of keywords (KW) and their meanings, and the direct or literal translation (LT)
without consideration for contextual meaning, rendered as close as possible to
the original expression. Background stories (BS) or notes (NT) describe events,
myths, fables, fictions, etc. are provided where necessary for proper
understanding of meaning or context. The context of use (CU) provide
information on how and when to use the adage in-context. There are also many
stories, fictions, folklore, myths, etc. captured, some of which in today’s twenty-
first-century world are either incredulous, or simply hilarious. The reader will
definitely be entertained. The book will serve as as a handbook of Yoruba culture
and language. It will be a great tool to instruct young Yoruba people or anyone
interested in the Yoruba culture and language.
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