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Childhood Apraxia of Speech (CAS) is a motor speech disorder that affects a
child's ability to accurately produce sounds, syllables, and words. It is a
neurological condition that impairs the planning and coordination of the
movements required for speech. This article aims to provide a comprehensive

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/qQRYb/A-Chicago-Speech-Therapy-Resource-What-is-Childhood-Apraxia-of-Speech.pdf


understanding of what Childhood Apraxia of Speech entails and how Chicago
Speech Therapy Resource can help.

What Is Childhood Apraxia Of Speech?

Childhood Apraxia of Speech is a rare speech disorder that impacts a child's
ability to translate their thoughts into understandable speech. Unlike other speech
disorders that primarily affect speech sound production, CAS affects the planning
and sequencing of muscle movements required for speech.
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Children with CAS often struggle with sound sequencing, rhythm, and timing,
leading to difficulties in pronouncing words, forming sentences, and producing
clear and intelligible speech. It is essential to note that CAS is unrelated to any
muscle weakness or paralysis; rather, it results from the brain's inability to
coordinate the precise movements necessary for speech.

Causes Of Childhood Apraxia Of Speech

The exact causes of Childhood Apraxia of Speech are not yet fully understood.
However, research suggests that it may arise from a combination of genetic and
neurological factors. Some contributing factors include:
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Abnormalities in the brain's development in areas responsible for speech
planning and production

Genetic disorders or conditions

Neurological conditions, such as cerebral palsy or autism spectrum disorder

Untreated hearing loss

Premature birth

Exposure to certain toxins during pregnancy

Signs And Symptoms

Childhood Apraxia of Speech can manifest in various ways, and the severity of
symptoms can differ from one child to another. Some common signs and
symptoms of CAS include:

Inconsistent or inconsistent errors in producing sounds and words, even
when given clear models or prompts

Difficulty imitating speech sounds or coordinating movements required for
speech

Choppy or awkward speech rhythm

Difficulty with longer, more complex words and phrases

Difficulty combining sounds to form words or sentences

Struggling with expressive language and communication

Diagnosis And Treatment

Diagnosing Childhood Apraxia of Speech requires a comprehensive evaluation by
speech-language pathology professionals. Assessments typically include



evaluating a child's speech production abilities, sound errors, sequencing skills,
and overall communication abilities.

Once diagnosed, appropriate treatment plans can be developed. Chicago Speech
Therapy Resource offers a range of therapy programs that focus on improving
speech production, building language skills, and enhancing overall
communication abilities.

Treatment for CAS typically involves intensive and frequent therapy sessions,
incorporating techniques such as motor-speech therapy, oral-motor exercises,
and alternative communication methods if necessary. The goal is to help children
develop the necessary skills to improve their intelligibility and enhance their
overall quality of life.

Chicago Speech Therapy Resource: Specialists in Childhood
Apraxia Of Speech

Chicago Speech Therapy Resource is a leading provider of speech therapy
services in the Chicago area. With a team of expert speech-language
pathologists, they are dedicated to helping children with various speech and
language disorders, including Childhood Apraxia of Speech.

Their tailored therapy programs are designed to meet the unique needs of each
child, focusing on improving their speech production, language comprehension,
and overall communication skills.

Utilizing evidence-based techniques, Chicago Speech Therapy Resource aims to
empower children with CAS to overcome the challenges they face and unlock
their full communication potential.



Childhood Apraxia of Speech is a complex motor speech disorder that requires
professional intervention and therapy. By understanding its causes, signs, and
symptoms, and seeking appropriate treatment, children with CAS can make
significant progress in their speech production and overall communication
abilities.

Chicago Speech Therapy Resource offers specialized services to help children
with CAS reach their full potential. With their expertise, dedication, and evidence-
based therapy programs, they provide a valuable resource for families seeking
support and guidance on their journey to improving their child's speech and
language skills.
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An illustrated guide that explains Childhood Apraxia of Speech in a parent-friendly
manner. This guide also provides helpful strategies to use within the home to
enhance a child's speech and language.
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