
Carroll Shelby: The Authorized Biography -
The Man Behind the Legend

When we think of iconic figures in the automotive industry, one name that
instantly comes to mind is Carroll Shelby. Born on January 11, 1923, in Leesburg,
Texas, Shelby went on to become a legendary race car driver and an influential
automotive designer.
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Throughout his fascinating life, Carroll Shelby left an indelible mark on the world
of motorsports and automotive engineering. From his early days as a driver to
creating the iconic Shelby Cobra, his journey is nothing short of extraordinary.
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If you are a fan of fast cars and thrilling races, join us as we delve into the
authorized biography of Carroll Shelby, exploring the highs and lows, triumphs
and challenges, and the man behind the legend.

Early Life and Racing Career

Carroll Shelby's love affair with cars began at an early age. His passion for speed
and engineering led him to pursue a career in racing. In the 1950s, he achieved
great success as a driver, winning numerous races and setting records.

However, a heart condition forced Shelby to retire from racing in 1960. While his
driving career ended sooner than anticipated, it marked the beginning of his
lifelong journey as an automotive innovator.

The Birth of Shelby American
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Following his retirement from racing, Carroll Shelby founded Shelby American in
1962. The company focused on producing high-performance sports cars that
showcased Shelby's engineering prowess.

The most iconic creation to emerge from Shelby American was the Shelby Cobra.
With its bold design and unmatched power, the Cobra quickly became a symbol
of American muscle cars. It is still revered today as one of the greatest sports
cars ever built.

Shelby's Legacy: From Mustang to Le Mans

Carroll Shelby's partnership with Ford Motor Company resulted in the creation of
another automotive legend – the Shelby Mustang. The collaboration between
Ford and Shelby led to the production of high-performance Mustang variants
such as the Shelby GT350 and GT500, which captured the imagination of car
enthusiasts around the world.

Shelby's involvement with Ford expanded beyond the Mustang. In 1966, he led
the Ford GT40 team to a historic victory at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, ending
Ferrari's dominance in the prestigious endurance race. This triumph remains one
of the highlights of Shelby's illustrious career.

The Later Years and Legacy

In his later years, Carroll Shelby continued to be actively involved in the
automotive industry. He introduced the Shelby Series 1, a modern sports car that
paid homage to the Cobra's timeless design. Additionally, Shelby lent his
expertise to various projects, providing input and guidance to young engineers
and designers.



Carroll Shelby's impact on the automotive world cannot be overstated. His
relentless pursuit of excellence and groundbreaking innovations paved the way
for future generations of engineers and designers. Shelby's legacy lives on
through his cars, his influence on the industry, and the passionate Carroll Shelby
enthusiasts who continue to celebrate his contributions.

In

Carroll Shelby's authorized biography offers an in-depth look into the life and
achievements of a true automotive icon. From his humble beginnings in Texas to
his enduring legacy in the world of motorsports, the authorized biography
provides a comprehensive account of Carroll Shelby's extraordinary journey.

So, whether you are a devoted car enthusiast or simply curious about the man
behind the legend, explore Carroll Shelby's authorized biography and discover
the fascinating story of a true legend of the automotive industry.
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Written with Carroll Shelby's full collaboration and with a foreword by Edsel B.
Ford II, the great-grandson of Henry Ford, this is the definitive record of America's
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preeminent twentieth century sports car builder and racer—now available as an
ebook.

It was motoring author Rinsey Mills' passion for AC cars and motorsports history
that led to his first meeting with Carroll Shelby. His suggestion that they should
collaborate in order to create an accurate record of Shelby's life and
achievements at first was rebuffed but later taken up with enthusiasm. This
authorized biography is the result.

Carroll Shelby: The Authorized Biography was a long time in the making, as Mills
left no stone unturned in his quest to produce the complete study of Shelby's
remarkable life. He carried out extensive research and conducted numerous
interviews, fully capturing the narrative of Carroll Shelby within and outside of the
automotive racing world, including his:

Childhood in Texas

Wartime service with the Army Air Force

Postwar entrepreneurship

Earliest race wins in 1952

Legendary 1959 victory at the 24 Hours of Le Mans

Monumental release of the first Cobra and the formation of Shelby American
in 1962

Historical partnership with Ford that would last for decades

Personal interests and travels

Present-day legacy



Fascinating photographs from Shelby's personal collection complete a book
whose original hardcover edition was published mere weeks before his passing,
making Carroll Shelby: The Authorized Biographya magnificent and lasting
tribute to one of the greatest automotive figures of the twentieth century.
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