
Brazilian Cinema and the Aesthetics of Ruins:
A Gateway to World Cinema
When we think of Brazil, images of stunning beaches, vibrant music, and exciting
carnivals often come to mind. However, beyond these stereotypes, Brazil has a
rich and diverse cinematic tradition that has captured the hearts of cinema
enthusiasts around the world. Brazilian cinema offers a unique perspective on the
aesthetics of ruins, providing a mesmerizing gateway to the world of cinema.

The Rise of Brazilian Cinema

Brazilian cinema has come a long way since its humble beginnings in the early
20th century. It has seen various phases of development, tackling social, political,
and cultural issues that have shaped the country's history. From the avant-garde
movements of the 1960s and 1970s to the contemporary works that explore the
complexities of Brazilian society, the country's filmmakers have left an indelible
mark on world cinema.

One of the most notable periods in Brazilian cinema history is the Cinema Novo
movement of the 1960s. This movement brought forth a group of filmmakers who
sought to portray the harsh realities of life in Brazil, focusing on themes such as
poverty, social inequality, and political unrest. Directors like Glauber Rocha and
Nelson Pereira dos Santos crafted visually stunning films that challenged the
conventional narrative, paving the way for future generations of Brazilian
filmmakers.
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The Aesthetics of Ruins in Brazilian Cinema

One recurring theme in Brazilian cinema is the use of ruins as a backdrop for
storytelling. These ruins, whether they are decaying buildings, crumbling
structures, or abandoned landscapes, serve as powerful visual metaphors that
reflect the socio-political reality of Brazil. They stand as a testament to the
complexities of Brazilian history, reminding viewers of the scars left by
colonialism, slavery, and political upheavals.

One iconic example of this use of ruins can be seen in the 1966 film "Black God,
White Devil" (Deus e o Diabo na Terra do Sol) by Glauber Rocha. The film follows
the journey of a poor farmer who becomes involved with a religious cult and a
bandit, highlighting the struggle between various social and political ideologies in
Brazil. Throughout the film, ruins symbolize the decaying social order and the
destruction caused by greed and corruption.

Another notable film, "City of God" (Cidade de Deus), released in 2002, focuses
on the favelas (slums) of Rio de Janeiro. The film portrays the violent and chaotic
world of these marginalized communities, using the dilapidated urban landscapes
as a reflection of the social and economic inequalities prevalent in Brazil. The
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juxtaposition of the poverty-stricken favelas against the wealthier areas of Rio de
Janeiro serves as a stark reminder of the stark divide between the rich and the
poor in Brazilian society.

Brazilian Cinema and World Recognition

In recent years, Brazilian cinema has gained international recognition, with
several films receiving awards and critical acclaim. Directors like Fernando
Meirelles ("City of God," "The Constant Gardener") and Kleber Mendonça Filho
("Aquarius," "Bacurau") have garnered praise for their thought-provoking and
visually stunning works.

"Aquarius," released in 2016, tells the story of a retired music critic who refuses to
leave her apartment building in Recife, despite pressure from a powerful real
estate developer. The film explores the themes of resistance, memory, and the
importance of preserving cultural heritage. The decaying apartment building itself
becomes a symbol of resilience and the fight against gentrification, representing
the aesthetics of ruins within the context of a changing Brazilian society.

"Bacurau," released in 2019, ventures into the realm of the dystopian western
genre. Set in a near-future Brazil, the film follows the inhabitants of a small rural
town as they resist an invasion orchestrated by outsiders. Once again, ruins play
a prominent role, mirroring the crumbling social fabric and the erosion of
traditional values in modern-day Brazil.

Exploring the World of Cinema through Brazilian Films

Watching Brazilian films not only offers an opportunity to appreciate the
aesthetics of ruins but also helps us understand the larger world of cinema. The
unique storytelling techniques, the visual symbolism, and the socio-political
context presented in these films allow us to delve into the complexities of



Brazilian society and gain a better understanding of the human condition as a
whole.

With the advent of streaming platforms and the increasing accessibility of
international cinema, now is the perfect time to explore the world of Brazilian
cinema and its captivating aesthetics of ruins. By delving into the works of
Brazilian directors, we open ourselves up to a cinematic universe that goes
beyond the picturesque stereotypes often associated with Brazil. We witness the
struggles, the triumphs, and the evolving narrative of a nation through the lens of
talented filmmakers.

In , Brazilian cinema's exploration of the aesthetics of ruins provides a fresh and
unique perspective on world cinema. It takes us on a journey through Brazil's
intricate history, delving into the social, political, and cultural aspects that have
shaped the nation. Through powerful visual metaphors and thought-provoking
narratives, Brazilian filmmakers have made an indelible mark on the world stage,
captivating audiences and offering a gateway to a deeper understanding of our
shared humanity.

Brazilian Cinema and the Aesthetics of Ruins
(World Cinema)
by Guilherme Carréra (1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6029 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 488 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DYmeX/Brazilian-Cinema-and-the-Aesthetics-of-Ruins-World-Cinema.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/DYmeX/Brazilian-Cinema-and-the-Aesthetics-of-Ruins-World-Cinema.pdf


Guilherme Carréra's compelling book examines imagery of ruins in contemporary
Brazilian cinema and considers these representations in the context of Brazilian
society. Carréra analyses three groups of unconventional documentaries focused
on distinct geographies: Brasília - The Age of Stone (2013) and White Out, Black
In (2014); Rio de Janeiro - ExPerimetral (2016), The Harbour (2013), Tropical
Curse (2016) and HU Enigma (2011); and indigenous territories - Corumbiara:
They Shoot Indians, Don't They? (2009), Tava, The House of Stone (2012), Two
Villages, One Path (2008) and Guarani Exile (2011). In portraying ruinscapes in
different ways, these powerful films articulate critiques of the notions of progress
and (under) development in the Brazilian nation.
Carréra invites the reader to walk amid the debris and reflect upon the strategies
of spatial representation employed by the filmmakers. He addresses this body of
films in relation to the legacies of Cinema Novo, Tropicália and Cinema Marginal,
asking how these presentday films dialogue with or depart from previous
traditions. Through this dialogue, he argues, the selected films challenge not only
documentary-making conventions but also the country's official narrative.
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