
Boost Your Cargo Securement Skills With
These Practical Guidelines!
Ensuring the safety and security of cargo during transportation is of utmost
importance for driver carriers and shippers. Proper cargo securement not only
prevents damage to the goods but also protects the lives of those on the road. By
following practical guidelines and utilizing the right equipment, you can enhance
your cargo securement skills and minimize the risks associated with transporting
goods.

1. Understand Legal Requirements

Before diving into cargo securement techniques, it's crucial to have a solid
understanding of the legal requirements set forth by local transportation
authorities. Different jurisdictions may have specific regulations regarding load
weight limits, number of securement devices required, and specific techniques to
be used. Familiarize yourself with these requirements to ensure compliance with
the law.

2. Choose the Right Equipment

Investing in high-quality cargo securement equipment is key to ensuring optimal
safety. From straps and chains to blocks and friction mats, there are various tools
available to secure different types of cargo. Make sure to choose equipment that
is appropriate for the weight and dimensions of your load. Inspect the equipment
regularly for any signs of wear and tear and replace them as needed.
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3. Understand Load Distribution

Proper load distribution is crucial to maintain a stable and balanced transport.
Unevenly distributed cargo can lead to trailer sway, loss of control, and accidents.
Before loading the cargo, determine the center of gravity and distribute the weight
evenly across the trailer. Use load bars or secure partitions to prevent shifting
during transit.

4. Use Effective Securement Techniques

When securing your cargo, it's important to use effective techniques that provide
maximum safety. Start by inspecting the load for any sharp edges, loose parts, or
other potential hazards. Properly secure the cargo using a sufficient number of
straps or chains, ensuring they are tight and not susceptible to movement. Use
corner protectors to prevent damage to both the cargo and the straps/chains.

5. Consider Environmental Factors

Environmental factors play a significant role in cargo securement. Weather
conditions, such as rain, wind, or extreme temperatures, can affect the integrity of
the cargo and the securement devices. When facing adverse weather conditions,
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consider using additional securement measures or adjusting your driving speed
to maintain control and prevent accidents.

6. Continuously Monitor During Transit

It is vital to continuously monitor the cargo during transit to ensure securement
remains intact. Regularly check the straps or chains for any signs of loosening or
damage. Pay attention to the load itself and any potential shifting or movement. If
necessary, make adjustments or additional securement measures to prevent
accidents.

7. Train Your Drivers

Training your drivers on proper cargo securement techniques is essential to
guarantee optimal safety. Provide them with comprehensive training on
equipment usage, load distribution, and securement techniques. Encourage an
open line of communication for their feedback on any issues or concerns they
may encounter during transportation.

By following these practical cargo securement guidelines, driver carriers and
shippers can minimize the risks associated with transporting goods.
Understanding legal requirements, choosing the right equipment, ensuring proper
load distribution, using effective securement techniques, considering
environmental factors, continuously monitoring during transit, and training your
drivers are all crucial steps in enhancing cargo securement skills. Prioritize the
safety and security of your cargo to protect your business and the lives of those
on the road.

Practical Cargo Securement; Guidelines for Driver,
Carriers & Shippers by Robin Lee (Kindle Edition)

4 out of 5
Language : English

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/XAqvl/Practical-Cargo-Securement-Guidelines-for-Driver-Carriers-and-Shippers.pdf


Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Lending : Enabled
File size : 9780 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 408 pages

This is the most comprehensive handbook available on the regulations governing
the proper way to secure cargo for transport by truck in North America. Written in
an easy to understand and engaging style. Over 600 illustrations! Drivers as well
as carrier, shipper and enforcement staff will find the regulations understandable.
Part 1 consists of 9 chapters on general issues related to securing cargo,
tiedowns and the ways to secure general freight. Part 2 consists of 11 chapters;
one on each of the specific commodities addressed in the regulations. Part 3
consists of actual copies of the U.S and Canadian regulations.
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