
Bonnard and the Nabis: A Journey through
Extraordinary Colors and Unconventional
Perspectives
When it comes to the world of art, there are few names as enchanting and
influential as Pierre Bonnard and the Nabis. This remarkable group of artists, led
by Bonnard, revolutionized the art scene in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Their innovative use of color, unconventional perspectives, and unique artistic
style captivated audiences and continues to inspire and influence generations of
artists to this day.

The Birth of the Nabis

The Nabis, a term derived from the Hebrew word for "prophet," was a group of
avant-garde artists active in Paris during the late 1880s and early 1900s. Led by
Pierre Bonnard and his close friends Maurice Denis, Édouard Vuillard, and Paul
Sérusier, the Nabis sought to break away from the traditional art forms of the time
and explore new possibilities in color and subject matter.

One of the defining characteristics of the Nabis was their emphasis on the
decorative and expressive qualities of art. They believed that art should not
simply imitate reality but should instead evoke emotion and create a heightened
aesthetic experience. Their works often featured bold colors, flattened
perspective, and an emphasis on patterns and shapes.
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Pierre Bonnard: The Master of Colors

Pierre Bonnard, often regarded as the master of colors, was a central figure in the
Nabis movement. His unique ability to capture the fleeting moments of everyday
life in vibrant and harmonious hues set him apart from his contemporaries.
Bonnard's paintings exude a sense of joy and intimacy, inviting viewers into his
world of domestic scenes, landscapes, and portraits.

One of Bonnard's most famous works, "The Dining Room in the Country," is a
perfect example of his mastery of colors. The painting depicts a sunlit room with a
table set for a meal. The colors leap off the canvas, creating a lively and
energetic atmosphere. Bonnard's unconventional use of color elevates the
ordinary scene to something extraordinary, inviting viewers to see the world
through his eyes.

The Influence of Japanese Prints

The Nabis were greatly inspired by Japanese woodblock prints, known as Ukiyo-
e, which had a profound impact on Western art during the late 19th century.
These prints introduced a new aesthetic language that emphasized bold
compositions, flattened perspective, and vibrant colors. The Nabis adopted these

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/xbAzb/Bonnard-and-the-Nabis-Albert-Kostenevitch.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/xbAzb/Bonnard-and-the-Nabis-Albert-Kostenevitch.pdf


characteristics and incorporated them into their works, creating a unique fusion of
East and West.

Bonnard, in particular, was deeply influenced by Japanese prints. He admired
their ability to capture the essence of a fleeting moment and their use of
unconventional compositions. Bonnard often played with perspective in his
paintings, experimenting with unusual angles and viewpoints. This unique
approach added depth and complexity to his works, further enhancing his
reputation as a master of color and composition.

The Legacy of Bonnard and the Nabis

The legacy of Pierre Bonnard and the Nabis is far-reaching and continues to
inspire artists and art lovers around the world. Their bold use of color, innovative
compositions, and emphasis on the decorative paved the way for numerous
artistic movements, including Fauvism and even abstract art.

Artists such as Henri Matisse and Édouard Vuillard, both influenced by the Nabis,
went on to become leading figures in the art world. The Nabis' belief in the power
of art to evoke emotion and create a heightened aesthetic experience also
resonates with contemporary artists who strive to push the boundaries of artistic
expression.

Albert Kostenevitch, a renowned art historian, has extensively studied and written
about Bonnard and the Nabis. His scholarship and passion for the subject have
shed light on the nuances and significance of the Nabis' contributions to the art
world. Kostenevitch's writings serve as a valuable resource for art enthusiasts
and scholars seeking a deeper understanding of this extraordinary movement.

In



Bonnard and the Nabis left an indelible mark on the art world with their innovative
use of color, unconventional perspectives, and emphasis on the decorative. Their
ability to capture the essence of everyday life and transform it into something
extraordinary continues to inspire and captivate audiences today.

Pierre Bonnard, the master of colors, stands at the forefront of this movement,
with his unique ability to infuse his paintings with vibrancy and a sense of joy. The
influence of Japanese prints further enhanced the Nabis' artistic language, adding
depth and complexity to their works.

The legacy of Bonnard and the Nabis lives on, inspiring artists to explore new
possibilities in color, composition, and subject matter. Their contribution to the art
world is undeniable, and their influence can be seen in the works of countless
artists around the globe.

Thanks to the meticulous research and writings of Albert Kostenevitch, we can
delve deeper into the world of Bonnard and the Nabis and gain a greater
appreciation for their incredible artistic achievements. Their journey through
extraordinary colors and unconventional perspectives continues to captivate and
awe, inviting us to see the world in a whole new light.
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Pierre Bonnard was the leader of a group of post-impressionist painters who
called themselves the Nabis, from the Hebrew word meaning ‘prophet’. Bonnard,
Vuillard, Roussel and Denis, the most distinguished of the Nabis, revolutionized
the spirit of decorative techniques during one of the richest periods in the history
of French painting. Influenced by Odilon Redon and Puvis de Chavanne, by
popular imagery and Japanese etchings, this post-impressionist group was above
all a close circle of friends who shared the same cultural background and
interests. An increasing individualism in their art often threatened the group’s
unity and although tied together by a common philosophy their work clearly
diverged. This publication lets us compare and put into perspective the artists
within this fascinating group. The works presented in this collection offer a palette
of extraordinary poetic expressions: candid in Bonnard, ornamental and
mysterious in Vuillard, gently dream-like in Denis, grim and almost bitter in
Vallotton, the author shares with us the lives of these artists to the very source of
their creative gifts.
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