Blacklisted Screenwriters: Agents of Stalin,
Allies of Hitler

In the dark era of the mid-20th century, the world of Hollywood was not only a hub
for cinematic creativity and innovation but also a breeding ground for political
intrigue and manipulation. During the rise of fascism in Europe and the
subsequent Cold War, blacklisted screenwriters emerged as controversial figures,
accused of being both agents of Joseph Stalin and allies of Adolf Hitler. This
article dives deep into the murky history of these screenwriters, exploring their

alleged political affiliations and the profound impact it had on the film industry.

The Influence of Joseph Stalin

Joseph Stalin, the powerful leader of the Soviet Union, sought to exert control
over the minds of people across the globe. The entertainment industry, with its
vast audience reach, became a tool for disseminating propaganda and shaping
public opinion. Some screenwriters readily embraced this mission, aligning
themselves with the Communist Party and working to advance the Soviet agenda

through their craft.

However, the Blacklist era was not just a one-sided story. While there were those
who willingly cooperated with Stalin's regime, others found themselves caught in
the crossfire of McCarthyism and anti-communist sentiment. Many writers may
have sympathetic views towards certain social aspects championed by
communists, but it didn't make them active agents of Stalin. They simply held
controversial beliefs or were associated with individuals deemed suspect by the

government.
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The Alleged Dark Alliances

During World War I, America and Soviet Russia were unlikely allies against Adolf
Hitler and the Axis Powers. However, this alliance would dissolve shortly after the
war, as the world plunged into the depths of the Cold War. As suspicions grew,
the loyalty of prominent screenwriters was fiercely questioned. Accusations of
allegiances to Nazi Germany and Hitler himself were thrown around, tarnishing

the reputations of these individuals and creating a climate of fear and paranoia.

It is important to note that the vast majority of these allegations were never
substantiated, and many were simply based on guilt by association.
Nevertheless, careers were shattered, lives were destroyed, and the film industry
witnessed a devastating loss of talent as blacklisted screenwriters struggled to

find work or resorted to penning scripts under pseudonyms.

The Aftermath and Legacy

Blacklisted screenwriters endured immense personal and professional

consequences as their worlds crumbled around them. However, their legacy and
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impact on the film industry cannot be ignored. Amidst the political turmoil, these
writers contributed to some of the most critically acclaimed and influential movies

of their time.

Many of their screenplays tackled relevant social issues, sparking important
conversations and challenging the status quo. Films like "On the Waterfront" and
"High Noon" possessed a stark realism that resonated with audiences and helped

reshape the landscape of American cinema.

The Road to Redemption

Eventually, the Hollywood Blacklist began to crumble under public scrutiny and
pressure. The courageous efforts of individuals like director Elia Kazan, who
testified before the House Un-American Activities Committee, and the gradual

change in public opinion helped bring an end to this dark chapter in film history.

As the decades passed, some blacklisted screenwriters were cleared of their
alleged ties, while others remained forever tarnished. Hollywood reconciled with
its controversial past, and the industry slowly embraced these once-outcast
writers, acknowledging their contributions and granting them the recognition they

deserved.

The era of blacklisted screenwriters during the 20th century is a complex and
controversial topic that continues to fascinate and intrigue. The accusations of
being agents of Stalin and allies of Hitler laid waste to countless careers and left

an indelible mark on Hollywood's history.

While some may forever associate these screenwriters with political controversy,
it is essential to recognize their artistic contributions, the narratives they brought

to life, and the lasting impact they had on the film industry. Remembering their



stories serves as a poignant reminder of the dangers of political manipulation and

the delicate balance between personal beliefs and creative expression.
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“This is the book we’ve been waiting for! The true story of the much mythologized
‘Hollywood Ten’ by a scion of Hollywood royalty.” — Ann Coulter, author of twelve
New York Times bestsellers, including Adios America: The Left's Plan to Turn Our
Country Into a Third World Hell-Hole

“Coming from one who has not only studied the postwar period in Hollywood but
actually lived in it, Hollywood Traitors offers a rare perspective that is sure to
prompt discussion and re-examination of the time when Stalin drew higher praise
in some U.S. motion pictures than he did in Russian films.”—John Gizzi, White

House correspondent and chief political colunist, Newsmax

“A real-life thriller about the movies, exploding the fifty-year myth that the

Hollywood were innocent victims of a witch hunt. Must read for students of Cold
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War history.”—M. Stanton Evans, author of Blacklisted by History: The Untold

Story of Senator Joe McCarthy and His Fight against America’s Enemies

There is a myth about the Hollywood Blacklist. The “Hollywood Ten” were
dragged before the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) and grilled
on their associations with Communism, hid behind their Fifth Amendment rights,
and refused to name names of Hollywood Communists. They were completely
shut out from the filmmaking industry by Congress and considered the heroes of

the hour by many in Hollywood. But it’s time to set the record straight.

In Hollywood Traitors: Blacklisted Screenwriters —Agents of Stalin, Allies of Hitler,
Allan Ryskind reveals how the alleged “victims” of the Hollywood Blacklist were
actually ideological thugs: enthusiastic Stalinists committed to bringing about a

socialist utopia in America—even by violent revolution.

Ryskind, a long-time editor of Ronald Reagan’s favorite publication, Human
Events, tells the true story of how these screenwriters prostituted their talent in

the service of anti-American, pro-Communist propaganda.

Ryskind pens the riveting report from an insider’s perspective. His father, Morrie
Ryskind, was a screenwriter in Hollywood and was joined by Ronald Reagan,
John Wayne, Walt Disney, and others at the forefront of the anti-Communist

movement in Hollywood—even at the expense of their careers and reputations.

In Hollywood Traitors you will learn:

» How the Hollywood Communists took their orders straight from the Party
headquarters in New York, which in turn took them directly from Stalin’s

Comintern, responsible for promoting international revolution



» How Communists attempted to take over Hollywood trade unions to control

the American film industry

» Many major films clearly toed the Soviet line, including Casablanca, Arise my

Love, Paris Falling, and Mission to Moscow.
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