
Biggin Hill Airfield Beyond The Bump II -
Exploring the Fascinating History

Biggin Hill Airfield, located in the southern outskirts of London, holds a significant
place in the history of aviation. Known for its pivotal role during World War II, the
airfield has continued to be an important hub for aviation enthusiasts and history
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buffs alike. In this article, we dive deep into the fascinating history of Biggin Hill
Airfield, exploring its significance beyond the bump.

The Glory Days of Biggin Hill Airfield during World War II

During the Second World War, Biggin Hill Airfield played a crucial role in
defending the skies of London from German air raids. The Royal Air Force (RAF)
station was heavily involved in the Battle of Britain, where brave pilots fought
against the mighty Luftwaffe. The remnants of the airfield still bear witness to the
intense aerial battles that took place amidst the clouds.
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Original photographs from the era showcase the courage and determination of
the pilots who flew from Biggin Hill. The airfield was home to iconic aircraft like
the iconic Spitfire and Hurricane, which played instrumental roles in the defense
of Britain against the German forces.
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Preserving History - The RAF Chapel and Memorial Museum

To honor the heroes who served at Biggin Hill Airfield, an RAF Chapel was built
on the premises. The chapel stands as a solemn reminder of the sacrifices made
by RAF personnel during the war. The walls are adorned with plaques and
memorials, paying tribute to those who lost their lives in defense of their country.

Adjacent to the chapel is the renowned Biggin Hill Memorial Museum, which
houses a wealth of artifacts, documents, and exhibits that chronicle the airfield's
history. Visitors can explore the museum to get an in-depth understanding of the
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RAF's heroic efforts and the significance of Biggin Hill in the overall timeline of
World War II.

Modern-Day Biggin Hill - A Thriving Aviation Hub

While the historic significance of Biggin Hill Airfield is well-known, the airfield
continues to thrive as a center for aviation and aerospace activities in the present
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day. Modern aircraft now populate the runway, showcasing the technological
advancements in the field.

Biggin Hill hosts various aviation events, attracting enthusiasts from all over the
world. Airshows, fly-ins, and exhibitions allow visitors to experience the thrill of
aviation up close and personal. The airfield is also home to aerospace
businesses, offering services ranging from aircraft maintenance to private jet
charters.

Exploring the Surrounding Area

Biggin Hill Airfield is surrounded by picturesque countryside, offering visitors the
opportunity to enjoy the beauty of nature. The nearby Downe Village, once home
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to Charles Darwin, provides historical and cultural significance to the area, while
the lush green fields and serene walks allow for relaxation and tranquility.

For those interested in further exploring the history of aviation, nearby museums
like the London Science Museum and the Imperial War Museum offer a
comprehensive collection of exhibits that showcase the evolution of aviation.

Biggin Hill Airfield, beyond the bumps and hurdles it has faced throughout its
history, stands as a testament to the determination, valor, and resilience of the
people who have served and continue to serve in the aviation industry. Its
fascinating history during World War II and its thriving present-day activities make
it a must-visit destination for aviation enthusiasts and history lovers.
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So, why not embark on a journey to Biggin Hill Airfield, where the past and
present merge to create an unforgettable experience?
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Turning my hobbies into income within my wonderful world of aviation. I became
a photographer enjoying the friendship of my promotion team, The Pilots Pals,
based on the historic ex R.A.F. base Biggin Hill.
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