
Big Business, Local Springs, and the Battle
Over America's Drinking Water
Water is essential for life. It is a basic human need and plays a crucial role in our
everyday existence. From quenching our thirst to nourishing our bodies, water is
vital to our survival. However, in recent years, there has been a growing concern
over the control and management of our drinking water.

Big business has recognized the profitability of the water industry, leading to a
battle over America's drinking water. This battle mainly stems from the extraction
of water from local springs by large corporations. These corporations bottle and
sell the water for a significant profit, often leaving local communities without a
reliable water source.

The primary concern lies in the privatization and monopolization of water
resources. As big business takes control over local springs, it becomes
increasingly difficult for smaller communities to access clean and affordable
drinking water. This disparity has led to a clash between corporate interests and
the rights of local communities to their water resources.
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Not only do large corporations extract water from local springs, but they also
package it in plastic bottles, contributing to the global plastic waste crisis. Plastic
pollution is a pressing environmental issue, and the water industry significantly
contributes to this problem. Millions of plastic water bottles end up in landfills
each year, taking hundreds of years to decompose.

Many argue that the commodification of water is ethically wrong. Water is a public
resource that should be accessible to all, regardless of their economic status.
However, as big business monopolizes the industry, water becomes a profitable
commodity available only to those who can afford it.

Furthermore, the extraction of water from local springs often leads to negative
environmental consequences. Over-extraction can result in the depletion of
underground water sources and damage fragile ecosystems. This not only affects
the availability of drinking water but also harms local flora and fauna.

The battle over America's drinking water is multifaceted. It involves issues of
corporate greed, environmental degradation, and social justice. Communities that
rely on local springs for their water supply find themselves fighting against
powerful corporations that prioritize profit over people's basic needs.

In response to this growing concern, grassroots movements have emerged
advocating for the protection of water resources. These movements aim to raise
awareness about the importance of preserving local springs, promoting
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sustainable water management practices, and challenging corporate control over
water supplies.

One of the most significant initiatives in the fight for water justice is the push for
stronger legislation and regulations. Advocacy groups argue that stricter
regulations are necessary to prevent big business from exploiting local springs for
their financial gain. They believe that the government should prioritize the well-
being of communities and the environment over corporate interests.

Local communities also play a vital role in this battle. By organizing and voicing
their concerns, they can put pressure on both corporations and the government to
take action. Community-led initiatives such as community-owned water sources
and water conservation programs aim to empower people and ensure they have
a say in decisions regarding their water resources.

Education and awareness campaigns have proven to be effective in mobilizing
individuals and communities. By informing people about the consequences of
corporate control over water resources, these campaigns empower individuals to
make informed choices and demand change.

Ultimately, the battle over America's drinking water is about the fundamental
rights of people and the protection of our planet. It is crucial to recognize the
importance of sustainable water management and the need to prioritize access to
clean and affordable water for all.

As consumers, we can also play our part by reducing our reliance on single-use
plastic water bottles and opting for sustainable alternatives. By supporting local
initiatives and advocating for stronger regulations, we can collectively work
towards a future where water is not just a commodity but a shared resource
available to all.



So, let us unite and fight against the powerful forces that seek to control our
drinking water. Together, we can ensure a more equitable and sustainable future
where communities have control over their water resources and everyone has
access to clean and safe drinking water.

Bottlemania:
Big Business,
Local Springs,
and the Battle
over America's
Drinking Water

Bottlemania: Big Business, Local Springs, and the
Battle over America's Drinking Water
by Elizabeth Royte (Kindle Edition)

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3920 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 273 pages
Lending : Enabled

Second only to soda, bottled water is on the verge of becoming the most popular
beverage in the country. The brands have become so ubiquitous that we're hardly
conscious that Poland Spring and Evian were once real springs, bubbling in
remote corners of Maine and France. Only now, with the water industry trading in
the billions of dollars, have we begun to question what it is we're drinking.
In this intelligent, accomplished work of narrative journalism, Elizabeth Royte
does for water what Michael Pollan did for food: she finds the people, machines,
economies, and cultural trends that bring it from distant aquifers to our
supermarkets. Along the way, she investigates the questions we must inevitably
answer. Who owns our water? How much should we drink? Should we have to
pay for it? Is tap safe water safe to drink? And if so, how many chemicals are
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dumped in to make it potable? What happens to all those plastic bottles we carry
around as predictably as cell phones? And of course, what's better: tap water or
bottled?
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