
Art Aids And The Queer Chicanx Avant Garde
Sexual Cultures 36
In the realm of art, there have always been revolutionary movements that
challenge societal norms and push boundaries. One such movement is the
vibrant and rebellious queer Chicanx avant-garde, which explores the
intersections of art, AIDS, and sexuality. This article delves deep into the
fascinating world of the queer Chicanx avant-garde and its impact on sexual
cultures.

The queer Chicanx avant-garde emerged in the late 20th century as a response
to the social and political climate surrounding issues such as the AIDS epidemic.
With a unique intersectional perspective, queer Chicanx artists sought to address
the specific experiences of queer Chicanx individuals in the face of discrimination,
stigma, and systemic oppression.

One prominent figure in the queer Chicanx avant-garde movement is David
Wojnarowicz, whose powerful and controversial artworks shed light on the
struggles faced by queer individuals during the AIDS crisis. Wojnarowicz's
"Untitled (One Day This Kid...)" is a haunting piece that confronts the viewer with
the harsh reality of AIDS-related deaths among young people. Through his art,
Wojnarowicz aimed to challenge the ignorance and prejudice surrounding the
epidemic, urging society to confront the issues head-on.
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Alongside the visual arts, the queer Chicanx avant-garde also found expression
in literature. Cherrie Moraga, a central figure in Chicana feminism, combined her
activism with her writing to explore the complexities of identity, sexuality, and
race. Moraga's seminal work, "Loving in the War Years," delves into her
experiences as a queer Chicana woman in a society marred by violence and
discrimination. Her poignant words resonate with readers, offering a glimpse into
the struggles and triumphs of queer Chicanx individuals.

The queer Chicanx avant-garde movement also produced a vibrant performance
art scene that challenged traditional notions of gender and identity. Artists such as
Guillermo Gómez-Peña and Coco Fusco pushed the boundaries of what was
deemed acceptable on stage, using provocative and confrontational
performances to shake up the status quo. Their work explored themes of
immigration, colonialism, and racism, all while challenging ideas of sexuality and
cultural norms.

AIDS, being a central theme in the queer Chicanx avant-garde movement,
provided a platform for artists to raise awareness and advocate for change. Their
art became a medium through which they could mourn the loss of countless lives,
criticize governmental inaction, and demand social justice. By putting the
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LGBTQ+ community at the forefront of their art, these artists paved the way for a
more inclusive and accepting society.

The impact of the queer Chicanx avant-garde movement on sexual cultures
cannot be overstated. By exploring and challenging societal norms, these artists
opened up new avenues for dialogue and understanding. They created space for
queer individuals to express their identities and experiences, fostering a sense of
empowerment and community.

In , the queer Chicanx avant-garde movement played a crucial role in reshaping
art, sexuality, and cultural landscapes. Through their powerful artworks, literature,
and performances, artists highlighted the experiences of queer Chicanx
individuals and fought against the discrimination and stigma they faced. Their
impact continues to resonate today, inspiring new generations of artists and
creating more inclusive spaces for sexual cultures to thrive.
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Honorable Mention, 2021 Latinx Studies Section Outstanding Book Award, given
by the Latin American Studies Association
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Winner, 2020 Latino Book Awards in the LGBTQ+ Themed Section

Finalist, 2019 Lambda Literary Award in LGBTQ Studies

Critically reimagines Chicanx art, unmasking its queer afterlife

Emboldened by the boom in art, fashion, music, and retail culture in 1980s Los
Angeles, the iconoclasts of queer Aztlán—as Robb Hernández terms the group of
artists who emerged from East LA, Orange County, and other parts of Southern
California during this period—developed a new vernacular with which to read the
city in bloom. Tracing this important but understudied body of work, Archiving an
Epidemic catalogs a queer retelling of the Chicana and Chicano art movement,
from its origins in the 1960s, to the AIDS crisis and the destruction it wrought in
the 1980s, and onto the remnants and legacies of these artists in the current
moment. Hernández offers a vocabulary for this multi-modal avant-garde—one
that contests the heteromasculinity and ocular surveillance visited upon it by the
larger Chicanx community, as well as the formally straight conditions of traditional
archive-building, museum institutions, and the art world writ large.

With a focus on works by Mundo Meza (1955–85), Teddy Sandoval (1949–1995),
and Joey Terrill (1955– ), and with appearances by Laura Aguilar, David Hockney,
Robert Mapplethorpe, and even Eddie Murphy, Archiving an Epidemic composes
a complex picture of queer Chicanx avant-gardisms. With over sixty images—
many of which are published here for the first time—Hernández’s work excavates
this archive to question not what Chicanx art is, but what it could have been.
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