
America First Clash With Iran: The Tensions
Rise Amidst Growing Global Concerns
Over the past few years, the world has witnessed escalating tensions between
the United States and Iran, leading to potential conflicts that could have far-
reaching consequences. The America First foreign policy stance adopted by the
Trump administration has further exacerbated the already strained relations
between the two countries. As the situation unfolds, it becomes crucial to
understand the underlying causes, the potential consequences, and the steps
taken by both nations to assert their interests.

The Historical Context

The animosity between the United States and Iran dates back several decades,
primarily stemming from the 1979 Iranian Revolution and subsequent hostage
crisis. Since then, the two nations have found themselves at odds on various
issues, from Iran's nuclear ambitions to its involvement in regional conflicts such
as Yemen and Syria. The simmering tensions reached a boiling point in 2018
when the United States unilaterally withdrew from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal. This move,
championed by President Trump as part of his "America First" policy, aimed to put
maximum pressure on Iran.

The Consequences of Withdrawal

The withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal had severe consequences for both the
United States and Iran. On the one hand, the reimposition of economic sanctions
by the United States severely impacted Iran's economy, leading to inflation, high
unemployment rates, and a humanitarian crisis. On the other hand, this hostile
move by the United States pushed Iran to resume its nuclear program and



increase its nuclear enrichment activities, engaging in behaviors that raised
concerns in the international community.
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The tensions between the United States and Iran escalated even further in 2019
when the United States blamed Iran for attacking oil tankers in the Gulf of Oman
and for downing a United States surveillance drone. Retaliatory strikes were
narrowly avoided, but these incidents highlighted the rapidly deteriorating
relations between the two nations.

The Soleimani Assassination and Its Aftermath

The turning point in the America First clash with Iran came in January 2020. The
United States carried out a targeted drone strike that killed Qasem Soleimani, the
powerful Iranian military general. The assassination of Soleimani brought the
region to the brink of war, prompting Iran to retaliate by launching missile strikes
against American military bases in Iraq. The situation further escalated when Iran
accidentally shot down a Ukrainian passenger plane, resulting in the loss of 176
innocent lives.
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Following these grave developments, global concerns mounted over the potential
consequences of an all-out conflict between the two nations. As tensions
remained high, the international community, especially neighboring countries in
the Middle East, scrambled to de-escalate the situation and avoid further
bloodshed.

Diplomatic Efforts and Regional Dynamics

In an attempt to defuse the tensions, various diplomatic efforts were made to
engage both the United States and Iran in dialogue. European countries,
including France, Germany, and the United Kingdom, attempted to salvage the
Iran nuclear deal and keep it intact, despite the United States' withdrawal.
However, these efforts faced significant challenges, as Iran gradually deviated
from its commitments under the agreement in response to the United States'
aggressive stance.

Meanwhile, regional dynamics played a crucial role in exacerbating the America
First clash with Iran. The United States' strong alliance with Israel and Saudi
Arabia, combined with Iran's support for militant groups such as Hezbollah and
Houthi rebels, further heightened tensions in the region. The deep-rooted
geopolitical rivalries, fueled by sectarian and ideological differences, added
complexity to an already volatile situation.

Looking Ahead: Navigating the Future

As the United States transitions to a new administration under President Joe
Biden, there is hope for a recalibration of policy towards Iran. The America First
approach may give way to a more diplomatic and multilateral strategy aimed at
engaging with Iran and addressing its nuclear ambitions, regional conflicts, and
human rights concerns. However, the road to reconciliation will not be easy, as
the trust deficit between the two nations remains significant.



America first clash with Iran continues to be a subject of global concern. The
potential consequences of a full-blown conflict and the inherent risks it poses to
regional stability demand immediate attention and resolution. The world watches
with bated breath as both nations navigate the complex web of geopolitics,
diplomacy, and competing interests. Only time will tell whether the America First
clash with Iran can be resolved peacefully or if it will intensify further, leaving a
lasting impact on global affairs.
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A revealing account of the US conflict with Iran over the Persian Gulf during the
Reagan era—and the groundwork it set for today’s tensions.
 
In May 1987, the US frigate Stark was blown apart by an Iraqi jet fighter in the
Persian Gulf, jumpstarting a major conflict with Iran that came to be known as the
Tanker War. In America’s First Clash with Iran, author Lee Allen Zatarain employs
Pentagon documents and firsthand interviews to reveal the full story of a conflict
that may have presaged further battles to come.
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At the climax of the Iran-Iraq War, Iran was losing on the battlefield. Ayatollah
Khomeini decided to close the Persian Gulf against shipping from Iraq’s oil-rich
backer, the emirate of Kuwait. When the United States sent a fleet to the Gulf,
raising the Stars and Stripes over Kuwait’s commercial tankers, a tinderbox was
set off.
 
The Iranians laid mines throughout the narrow passage and launched attack
boats against both tankers and US warships. The US Navy fought its largest
surface battle since World War II against the Ayatollah’s assault boats. As
Saddam Hussein looked on, Iranian gunners fired missiles against US forces—
actions which, if made known at the time, would have required the US Congress
to declare war against Iran.
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