
African American Rhetoric In Multimedia Age:
Studies In Writing And Rhetoric

In the modern era of multimedia, African American rhetoric has become
increasingly prominent. The digital age has provided new platforms and tools for
African Americans to express their ideas, concerns, and aspirations. Through
various forms of media, African Americans have found a powerful outlet to
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engage with a broader audience and shape the narrative around their
experiences.

The field of writing and rhetoric has extensively studied African American rhetoric
in the multimedia age. Scholars have delved into the ways in which African
Americans strategically employ language, imagery, and storytelling techniques to
convey their messages effectively. By understanding the nuances of African
American rhetoric, researchers have identified the impact it has on society,
culture, and various social movements.
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The Evolution of African American Rhetoric

African American rhetoric has a rich history that dates back centuries. From slave
narratives to speeches during the civil rights movement, African Americans have
used rhetoric to fight against oppression and advocate for justice. However, in the
multimedia age, the methods of engaging and persuading an audience have
transformed dramatically.
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With the advent of the internet and social media, African Americans now have the
power to reach a global audience. Through platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and
Instagram, they can share their experiences, voice their concerns, and challenge
societal norms. The ability to use multimedia elements such as images, videos,
and audio recordings has further enhanced the impact of African American
rhetoric.

The Role of African American Rhetoric in Social Movements

African American rhetoric in the multimedia age has played a pivotal role in
various social movements. Hashtags like #BlackLivesMatter have united
individuals from different backgrounds, amplifying the message of racial equality
and justice. By combining powerful visuals with persuasive language, African
Americans have successfully raised awareness and mobilized supporters.

Moreover, African American artists, musicians, and filmmakers have embraced
multimedia platforms to convey their unique experiences and perspectives.
Through music videos, documentaries, and films, they challenge stereotypes,
showcase the richness of African American culture, and provide counter-
narratives to dominant representations. This has allowed for a broader
understanding of African American experiences and increased cultural
appreciation.

Implications for Writing and Rhetoric Studies

The emergence of African American rhetoric in the multimedia age has significant
implications for the field of writing and rhetoric studies. It calls for a reevaluation
of traditional rhetorical theories and a recognition of the power dynamics that
shape discourse within the digital realm.



African American rhetoric in the multimedia age challenges scholars to engage
with diverse voices, examine different modes of communication, and explore the
influence of visual and auditory elements on persuasive techniques. It also
highlights the need for a comprehensive understanding of the political, social, and
cultural contexts within which rhetoric operates.

African American rhetoric in the multimedia age has brought about a paradigm
shift in the way ideas are communicated and received. The power of language,
images, and videos has allowed African Americans to shape narratives, challenge
stereotypes, and catalyze social change. The field of writing and rhetoric
recognizes the importance of studying African American rhetoric in the multimedia
age to gain insights into effective persuasive techniques and the rich cultural
contributions of African Americans to the broader society.
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Scholar Adam J. Banks offers a mixtape of African American digital rhetoric in his
innovative study Digital Griots: African American Rhetoric in a Multimedia Age.
Presenting the DJ as a quintessential example of the digital griot-high-tech
storyteller-this book shows how African American storytelling traditions and their
digital manifestations can help scholars and teachers shape composition studies,
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thoroughly linking oral, print, and digital production in ways that centralize African
American discursive practices as part of a multicultural set of ideas and
pedagogical commitments. 

DJs are models of rhetorical excellence; canon makers; time binders who link
past, present, and future in the groove and mix; and intellectuals continuously
interpreting the history and current realities of their communities in real time.
Banks uses the DJ's practices of the mix, remix, and mixtape as tropes for
reimagining writing instruction and the study of rhetoric. He combines many of the
debates and tensions that mark black rhetorical traditions and points to ways for
scholars and students to embrace those tensions rather than minimize them. This
commitment to both honoring traditions and embracing futuristic visions makes
this text unique, as do the sites of study included in the examination: mixtape
culture, black theology as an activist movement, everyday narratives, and
discussions of community engagement. Banks makes explicit these connections,
rarely found in African American rhetoric scholarship, to illustrate how competing
ideologies, vernacular and academic writing, sacred and secular texts, and oral,
print, and digital literacies all must be brought together in the study of African
American rhetoric and in the teaching of culturally relevant writing. 

A remarkable addition to the study of African American rhetorical theory and
composition studies, Digital Griots: African American Rhetoric in a Multimedia Age
will compel scholars and students alike to think about what they know of African
American rhetoric in fresh and useful ways.
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