
A Week in My Life as a Psychiatrist: A Journey
into the Human Mind

Being a psychiatrist is a journey that takes you deep into the complexities of the
human mind. Every day, I have the privilege of helping people navigate their inner
struggles, finding solace in the boundaries of the therapy room. In this article, I
will take you on a week-long adventure through my life as a psychiatrist, shedding
light on the challenges and rewards that come with this profession.

Monday: The Art of Listening

Monday mornings mark the beginning of another fulfilling week. As I enter my
office, a sense of calm fills the room. The first patient sits nervously, waiting to
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share their story. For the next hour, I am fully present, listening attentively to their
words, their silences, and every subtle movement. The art of active listening
allows me to understand their pain, shaping my approach to therapy.
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Stepping into the afternoon, my time is divided between patient sessions and
collaborating with other mental health professionals. A multidisciplinary team
effort often provides the most holistic care, considering various perspectives to
develop personalized treatment plans.

Tuesday: Group Therapy and Empathy

Tuesdays see an emphasis on group therapy sessions. Watching individuals
bond over shared experiences is incredibly rewarding. As a facilitator, my role is
to foster a sense of trust and empathy among the group members. Witnessing
connections form and grow is a reminder of the human capacity for healing and
resilience.
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Outside of group therapy, Tuesday afternoons are typically dedicated to
administrative tasks, such as updating patient files and collaborating with
insurance providers. The paperwork involved may be overwhelming at times, but
it is a necessary aspect of ensuring continuity of care.

Wednesday: Family and Couples Therapy

Wednesdays bring an exploration of relationships. From couples struggling with
communication issues to families grappling with conflict, I delve into the dynamics
that shape these interactions. Family and couples therapy requires delicacy and a
focus on fostering healthy connections.

Collaborating with loved ones during therapy sessions can bring forth deep-
seated emotions. It is during these sessions that I witness the power of
vulnerability and open communication, laying the foundation for healing and
growth.

Thursday: Clinical Research and Continuing Education

Thursdays provide an opportunity for continuing education and clinical research.
Staying up-to-date with the latest advancements in psychiatry allows me to
provide the best possible care for my patients. Whether it's attending
conferences, reading academic journals, or engaging in online courses,
continuous learning is essential in this ever-evolving field.

Participating in clinical research projects also allows me to contribute to the
collective knowledge of mental health. By exploring innovative therapies,
medications, and interventions, we pave the way for advancements in treatment
options.

Friday: Reflection, Self-Care, and Supervision



As the week comes to a close, Fridays are reserved for reflection, self-care, and
supervision sessions. Taking care of my mental well-being is essential to
providing high-quality care to my patients. Reflecting on the week's sessions
allows me to identify areas of growth and improvement, fostering a sense of
professional development.

Supervision sessions offer an opportunity to share complex cases with
experienced mentors who provide guidance and support. Regular supervision not
only strengthens my skills but also ensures ethical practice and adherence to
professional standards.

The Weekend: Embracing Balance

The weekends are a time to recharge, rejuvenate, and embrace a balance
between work and personal life. While mental health concerns do not adhere to a
strict schedule, setting boundaries is crucial to maintain well-being.

During these precious days, I engage in activities that replenish my energy, such
as spending time with loved ones, pursuing hobbies, and enjoying the beauty of
nature. This restorative period prepares me for new challenges and the incredible
privilege of helping others on their healing journeys.

A week in the life of a psychiatrist is a fulfilling, multi-faceted experience. From
active listening and facilitating group therapy to staying informed through
research and taking time for self-care, each day presents unique opportunities for
professional and personal growth. The journey into the human mind is one of
continuous learning, empathy, and transformation. As a psychiatrist, I am honored
to be a part of this transformative process, helping individuals take steps towards
resilience, liberation, and the realization of their potential.
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A humane behind-the-scenes account of a week in the life of a psychiatrist at one
of Canada’s leading mental health hospitals. How Can I Help? takes us to the
frontlines of modern psychiatric care.

How Can I Help? portrays a week in the life of Dr. David Goldbloom as he treats
patients, communicates with families, and trains staff at CAMH, the largest
psychiatric facility in Canada. This highly readable and touching behind-the-
scenes account of his daily encounters with a wide range of psychiatric concerns
—from his own patients and their families to Emergency Department arrivals—
puts a human face on an often misunderstood area of medical expertise. From
schizophrenia and borderline personality disorder to post-traumatic stress
syndrome and autism, How Can I Help? investigates a range of mental issues.

What is it like to work as a psychiatrist now? What are the rewards and
challenges? What is the impact of the suffering—and the recovery—of people
with mental illness on families and the clinicians who treat them? What does the
future hold for psychiatric care?
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How Can I Help? demystifies a profession that has undergone profound change
over the past twenty-five years, a profession that is often misunderstood by the
public and the media, and even by doctors themselves. It offers a compassionate,
realistic picture of a branch of medicine that is entering a new phase, as
increasingly we are able to decode the mysteries of the brain and offer new hope
for sufferers of mental illness.
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